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to John Cabot, but also to Sebastian, who was in command of the expedition in which the writer had embarked two representatives and a large sum of money only a year before.
At some time unknown Robert Thorne wrote on the above topics to Henry VIII himself.1 The composition, entitled "A Declaration of the Indies", is shorter than that to Dr Lee, and of much more impressive literary quality. It bears no date, and the internal indications on the point are inconclusive. One phrase would place it very early: "And also now of late.. .your Grace in person passed with a great power into France, putting your Grace's person to great pain and labour, and without doubt victoriously you had conquered the said realm of France...". This seems to be an allusion to the events of 1513, for in Henry's second French war, 1522-5, he did not cross the Channel in person. If the words were written after 1522, the "of late" seems a little unsuitable; and yet that they were so written appears from another passage which alludes to Magellan's voyage: "For out of Spain they have discovered all the Indies and seas occidental, and out of Portugal all the Indies and seas oriental: so that by this part of the Orient and Occident, they have compassed the world. For the one of them departing toward the Orient and the other toward, the Occident, met again in the course or way of the middest of the day". This could hardly have been said before Magellan crossed the Pacific. A third indication may be interpreted so as to date the writing after the autumn of 1527: "Though heretofore your Grace hath made thereof [of the northern discovery] a proof, and found not the commodity thereby as you trusted, at this time it shall be no impediment. For there may be now provided remedies for things then lacked, and the inconveniencies and lets removed, that then were the cause that your Grace's desire took no full effect, which is, the courses to be changed, and followed the fore-said new courses". This may be a reference to Rut's failure, in which case it was written after his return; but it may be only an allusion to the fiasco of 1521. It is to be noted that this "Declaration" to the king contains no mention of the 1526 expedition from Seville, such as serves to fix the date of the memorial to Dr Lee. On the other hand, Thorne said nothing to Lee of having already written to the king. We should expect an allusion to it if he had done so. And indeed, the implication of the postscript to Lee, quoted above, is that the writer was disburdening himself of his "foolish fantasy" for the first time. On the whole therefore
1 For a discussion of the date of this writing, and on the relation of Thome's ideas to those of Roger Barlow, see a paper by Miss E. G. R. Taylor in Geographical Journal, vol. Ixxiii.